ABSTRACT AIM -This article compares adolescents' images of alcoholism in two different drinking geographies, namely Helsinki (Finland) and Turin (Italy), with the aim to better understand the persisting variance in youth drinking within Europe. DESIGN -Altogether 28 focus group interviews were conducted at schools among 15-year-old pupils (N=145). To assure reliable qualitative comparison across language boundaries, we applied a structured qualitative focus-group methodology called the Reception Analytical Group Interview (RAGI). CONCLUSIONS -Collectivist images of alcoholism can be considered more protective in terms of alcohol-related risk behaviour as they 1) emphasise interpersonal responsibility, 2) enhance the value of norms and traditions, and 3) highlight causes of alcoholism which are beyond the control of the individual (that is, contextual, social and inherent in the substance), making the attitude towards alcohol more cautious. A greater emphasis on the individual competence may correspondingly result in a lower perception about the risks of drinking.
Introduction
In many countries young people's alcohol consumption is a matter of great concern and a target of preventive measures. Despite these worries and controlling measures, drinking remains an important part of the maturation process from childhood to adulthood in many European countries (Järvinen & Room, 2007) . As young people's drinking cultures are changing, it has become especially relevant to consider the reasoning and understandings behind young people's alcohol use (Bogren, 2006) . Several qualitative studies have explored social meanings and functions of alcohol use among young people, also considering cultural differences (Pyörälä, 1995; Kloep et al., 2001 ), but there is less research on how young people understand substanceuse related problems, how they perceive the boundary between safe and risky or acceptable and problematic drinking, and, especially, how these conceptualisations vary between countries. In this article, we use two local contexts, Turin, Italy, and Helsinki, Finland, as examples of southern and northern drinking geographies.
Previous research has suggested a convergent trend in youth drinking cultures.
Some measures indicate that young people's drinking behaviour seems to become more similar within European countries: binge drinking, for example, has increased in southern Europe and decreased in the north. While such data suggests a convergence process (Bjarnason, 2010; Ahlström and Österberg, 2005) , other features still show differences. Certain features continue to point to a traditional division of "wet" southern and "dry" northern drinking cultures (Beccaria & Prina, 1996; Room, 1989; Järvinen & Room, 2007) . Apparent contradictions also emerge in the most recent comparative survey on young people's drinking (Hibell et al., 2013) . Sixteen-year-olds both in Italy and in Finland prefer beer over other beverages, and the frequency of self-reported binge drinking is the same, yet consumed quantities during the last drinking occasion are very much lower in Italy (Hibell et al., 2013) .
Italian and Finnish young people also have very different expectations about the consequences of drinking. Italian youth find these consequences rather negative, whereas Finns tend to view them in positive terms. Thus, the main difference between the two countries can be still read as a greater Nordic propensity of risk-taking behaviour also among young people (e.g. in terms of intended drunkenness) (Järvinen & Room, 2007) .
What do these differences mean? What kind of conceptualisations do they entail?
Based on what we know from qualitative research, alcohol still occupies a different position in the two countries (Beccaria et al., 2010) . For example, the alcohol-related socialisation process is associated with differing parental practices and meanings of alcohol (Beccaria et al., 2010; Rolando et al., 2012) . In Italy, the first memories of alcohol consumption are commonly asso- Järvinen & Room, 2007) .
Our aim in this study is to go beyond the concept of drinking cultures and consider the wider perspective of cultural factors underpinning the meanings of drinking.
By drinking geographies (Sulkunen, 2013) we mean sociocultural systems with specific drinking traditions which are not necessarily limited to national boundaries. The assumption is that in order to understand the differing meanings of alcohol use, we need to look beyond both national boundaries and specific alcohol-related issues, such as alcohol policies and traditional drinking patterns, and consider aspects that can be thought as "more permanent cultural deep structures" (Sulkunen, 2013) . In this article we utilise a specific feature of geography, a collectivistic-individualistic cultural pattern (Dwairy, 2002) to understand why cultural differences in drinking still persist in a globalised era (Room, 2010) , when new spaces of youth cultures and identities have been created and shared by western European young people (Lalander, 2003) .
Understanding young people's images of alcoholism is important, as these imBrought to you by | Kansalliskirjasto Authenticated Download Date | 5/18/16 9:34 AM ages affect the ways in which young people understand harmful consequences of drinking. Alcoholism, as a synonym for alcohol dependence, has its physiological components, but in everyday reasoning it can be used as a frame to explain and classify people's drinking-related behaviour (Alasuutari, 1992) . In cultural studies on alcoholism and other addictions and their lay conceptualisations, the aim is not to 
Theoretical framework
Developing the insights from previous studies (Hellman et al., 2010; Hellman & Rolando, 2013) , we examine if teenagers' images (Sulkunen, 2002) and what is not in a given situation. Thus, though images are not necessarily based on direct experiences, they condition and are conditioned by behaviour (Rantala & Sulkunen, 2012) .
The framework of individualistic and collectivistic socio-cultural patterns has already been shown to be valuable in terms of understanding and comparing teenagers' meaning making of alcohol in Italy and Finland (Hellman et al., 2010; Hellman & Rolando, 2013) . It seems that in Italy, drinking competence is defined according to the social context and others' expectations, while in Finland the competence of the drinker is much more referred to in terms of individual desires and self-achievement. The I-C conceptualisation has been developed in different research fields using different measurements, and for this reason it is important to realise that the concepts of collectivism and individualism should not necessarily be conceptualised as opposing or even as a single dimension (Realo & Allik, 1999) , but rather there are elements of both individualism and collectivism in any culture (Triandis, 1995) . (Dwairy, 2002; Triandis, 1995) .
Other aspects of this conceptualisation, particularly suitable for youth studies, are detectable in other studies. Thinking in these terms, Italy can be seen as an example of a collectivistic cultural pattern and, particularly, as an example of "family-related collectivism" or "familism" (Realo, Allik, & Vadi, 1997; Realo & Allik, 1999) , in which respect for parents and traditions is considered an important value and guiding principle for most people (see e.g. Perussia & Viano, 2009 ). This aspect is also confirmed by Italian youth studies, which argue that family still plays a big role as socialising agent and transmitter of values, and represents, even for the new generations, a strong affective and normative bond (Garelli, Palmonari, & Sciolla, 2006 (Hellman et al., 2010) . These individualistic aspects have emerged also in several addictions studies (Sulkunen, 2013) (USA 2005) Male teenagers are drinking on a boat. One of them pushes the youngest one (about 12 years old) to taste a can of beer.
Method, sample and analysis
Fucking Åmål (SWE 1998) In a private party a teenager girl disappointed in love drinks from the bottle and throws up.
My Summer of Love (UK 2004)
A teenage girl is taking a bath while drinking and smoking.
Fjorton Suger (SWE 2004)
Two 14-year-old girls drink and then sing and dance on the bed in a bedroom.
Krampack (SPA 2002)
At dinner a boy of about 18 years of age is invited by an adult to take a glass of wine.
Eurotrip (USA 2004)
A group of friends (young adults) are drinking and dancing in a disco.
interaction between interviewer and inter- Table 3 .
In the data analysis we applied an abductive approach (Timmermans & Tavory, 2012) , in which the first stage was to code the material with Atlas.ti qualitative software with respect to the themes introduced by the interviewees and on the basis of the support questions that guided the discussions. Researchers defined and shared a common language to refer to interviewees' discourses, and the same codes were designed to highlight alcoholism and addiction-related themes in both data. Codes were grouped in "families" referring to the main topics: persons (characters showed in the clips), reasons (for drinking), risks (of drinking), and regulation (of drinking).
We analysed selected quotations dealing with alcoholism -an alcoholic's characteristics, reasons behind alcoholism, risk of becoming an alcoholic and regulation in order to avoid alcoholism -as indicated in Table 4 (4) with a variety of voices and subjects (while citations quoted in the article are selected parts of them).
After the discussions about the findings between the authors, the next stage of the analysis was more theory-driven and con- [clip: mean creek]
Drinking spirits
As Italians differentiated between practices of daily drinking, they also considered the specific role of different beverages in the process of getting addicted. Differently from wine, drinking spirits was related to addiction and described with concepts such as craving and relapse. Also, differently to drinking wine or beer, drinking spirits was often considered drinking with a purpose to get intoxicated. Still, in the Italian data a distinction emerged between "drinking for a temporary problem", which is the case of a young person who tries to forget or put away something unpleasant that has just happened, and "drinking because of a disease", which is normally attributed to adults who frequently drink alone and due to a long-term individual psychological condition, such as depression. In both cases the persons are considered "weak", but the first case is considered less risky and judgements are less strict (Petrilli et al., 2013) .
Interviewees from Turin also problematised drinking for fun more than did young people from Helsinki, because they associated it with a risk of alcoholism, al- ing and getting drunk. In parallel with the images of risky drinking, they also referred to a correct and safe way of drinking. This outcome has also emerged from other comparative group interview studies (Hellman & Rolando, 2013; Rolando et al., 2013) . It can therefore be considered a cultural difference rather than a result of a different quality in data collecting.
As for drinking cultures, more complex and detailed system of social norms in the Italian data can be interpreted as a result of a long socialisation process to drinking.
During this process, children and teens are at times allowed to taste alcohol but they are also taught how and when drinking is appropriate (Beccaria et al., 2010; Rolando et al. 2012) . Moreover, it has been shown that young people's alcohol cultures in Finland are very distant from the adults' world, and teenagers report difficulties in discussing drinking issues with their parents (Jaatinen, 2000) . It is as if Finnish parents did not recognise their role as educators in the drinking field. Reasoning in terms of I-C geographies, it seems that young people from southern Europe are on the whole more likely to follow adult norms than are their northern coevals.
They are also more willing to attribute greater value to tradition (Dwairy, 2002) . 
Conclusions
According to our results, it seems that in more collectivistic geographies, i.e. southern Europe, images of alcoholism can be considered more protective than Northern ones, as they 1) emphasise interper- 
